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Union Mondiale des Enseignants Catholiques  (UMEC)

World Union of Catholic Teachers (WUCT)

Sunday XXXIII C, November 17, 2019

Malachi 3: 19-20a; II Thess. 3: 7-12; Lk 21: 5-19

Your Excellency, Mgr Dollmann, Archbishop of Cambrai and Spiritual Assistant of UMEC-WUCT

Mr. Guy Bourdeaud'hui today, President of the World Union of Catholic Teachers,

Distinguished Members of the UMEC-WUCT Council,

Dear COV-Belgium Flemish Managers who are hosting us,

Dear friends,


I am happy to greet you in the Name of the Lord on this Sunday, which gathers us around the Shared Eucharist, as we conclude the two days of the Council of the World Union of Catholic Teachers.


The readings of the penultimate Sunday of the liturgical year, which we have just heard, calls us all to cultivate more and more the virtue of hope, so as not to fall into the temptation of discouragement and fear, in the face of the challenges and provocations of our time: "Lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near". "The sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays". Jesus himself, who is sensitive to all these contradictions and human sufferings as well as to the trials and challenges of his disciples of all times, assures us that he is always present among us, and he tells us: "Take care not to let you go astray"; "For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict".

For several years (since 1951), the World Union of Catholic Teachers has been providing continuous support for Catholic teachers in the world; and, I hasten to say, the whole Church is very grateful to you for your sacrifices and initiatives in favour of this historical component of the Catholic Church's mission. 


The theme of these two days of meetings and sharing: "Educating in a world that is changing. Avoiding paths of violence, opening paths of freedom" seems to have been inspired by this Sunday's Readings. Indeed, Jesus describes in this page of the Gospel of Luke the occurrence of changes that are often brutal and frightening, both for the earth and for humanity, which mark a transition from a reality that we know to another that is still largely unknown to us. "What you contemplate, days will come when there will be no stone left on stone: everything will be destroyed". This difficult passage from one reality to another, and in many ways threatening, carries with it a radical requirement that Christ addresses to the men and women of our time: "You will be hated by all... But not a hair of your head will be lost". "This will be your opportunity to give testimony." 


Allow me to reflect a moment on what can be the testimony of Catholic teachers in these uncertain times, but also bring immense hopes for the young people who are entrusted to you in our schools. The first requirement is that of Catholic identity; not to be afraid or ashamed of who we are.  Teaching is undoubtedly the most noble task there is, but it is only relevant to the extent that those who carry it out can, as Saint Paul reminded us, be a "model to imitate", both because of the knowledge you share, and because of what makes you teachers, whose entire lives can inspire children, adolescents and young adults and offer them both support for their hearts and minds, as well as the desire to follow you. It is important to show them that Christians, raised in the school of Christ, by holy Educators, can also open paths of peace and freedom in a world paralyzed by violence and injustice.


And then there is the educational challenge of which Pope Francis speaks in the message addressed to the participants of the Congress of the International Office of Catholic Education, meeting in New York, last June. This challenge is characterized by a culture of indifference, individualism and consumerism that tarnishes common values and hinders efforts to "put the whole person at the centre of educational action. "For such a culture of indifference and relativism "corrodes the meaning of humanism". 


Faced with this educational challenge, which concerns above all education in the existential peripheries, it is up to you, Catholic teachers, called in the first line by the Church to "rebuild humanism" with the families of pupils and students. "To this end, - the Church insists - the educator must be competent, qualified and, at the same time, rich in humanity, capable of being in the midst of students to promote their human and spiritual growth".  

In the Message that the Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education sends you on the occasion of this meeting of the UMEC Council, held in Brussels, His Eminence Cardinal Giuseppe Versaldi expresses his "sincere gratitude for the service rendered to Catholic education" (...) and hopes that "young teachers (whose participation will) contribute to fostering the effective and ever relevant presence of the Union in today's complex education. " He also expresses his wish for "an increase in contacts with international organizations in cooperation and projects sharing". 

Dear friends, 


 
Let us pray for all those who engage in this "process of growth in humanity" so that they may be convinced and supported by the hope that " The sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays"! May the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Sedes Sapientiae, watch over the Union and each of its members, so that they may never cease to bear witness to the truth in order to build the "civilization of love".

Amen!

+ Augustine Kasujja
Original text in French language

