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Videos posted on the Vatican News Global page on Facebook have been viewed 15 million times. 

The most appreciated ones concern some salient moments of the journeys of Pope Francis. Among 

them, the Mass in Abu Dhabi's Zayed Sports City, the Vigil with young people during WYD in 

Panama, the visit to Morocco or the last one in Bulgaria, with the children playing with roses after 

having made their First Communion from the hands of the Pope. The social media themselves were 

at the center of the meeting that took place yesterday at the headquarters of the Department for 

Communication of the Holy See, which had as its theme the topic "From social network 

communities to the human community. Our experiences”. 

 

Taking the Gospel Message in the Network 

"Being a network in the era of the network - explained Paolo Ruffini, Prefect of the Communication 

Department - is not building a digital bureaucracy, but inculturating the evangelical message in the 

world of multimedia. The Pope's word is already present in social networks, but many young people 

do not know it. This is a new way of witnessing to understand first and then govern all the changes 

that await us”. The Vatican social media are present in the network in 23 languages on Facebook; 6 

accounts on Twitter; a YouTube channel in 14 languages and with a multilingual account on 

Instagram. Every day they are updated with news that concern not only the Vatican, but also the 

world of the Church. 

 

Pope’s Tweets – capsules of love in the world 

"Our presence on social media - said Nataša Govekar, director of the Theological-Pastoral 

Department - aims to reach people where they are. So as to be able to carry the word of God 

everywhere. Many faithful live in places far away from Rome and may never be able to come to St. 

Peter's Square to listen to Pope Francis. But his Tweets on @Pontifex are followed by 48 million 



people in 9 languages, a few characters that have great significance. Social media thus becomes an 

exercise in finding the essential. We communicate with small pills of wisdom or capsules of love" 

 

Talking Socially: various languages 

And those who follow the Vatican social pages are not passive users, but comment, ask questions 

and curiosity, especially through posts on Facebook. "There are various languages on social media - 

said Professor Juan Narbona at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross - people on Facebook 

tend to be more open, while on Twitter communication becomes essential. Instantgram, on the other 

hand, is a world apart, it is aimed very much at young people and therefore it must be lively and 

cheerful. When we communicate with social media, we must respect a special etiquette that should 

impose a good education and moderation in language, something that today has become very 

difficult on the net". 

 

A Network of Networks 

On Instagram mainly the photos "Black and White" are particularly followed. It is a series of black 

and white shots that trace the ceremonies in the Vatican over the years, starting from the beginning 

of the twentieth century and "Accadde oggi", where on L'Osservatore Romano, the first pages that 

tell the great events of the past are proposed again. "To be incisive and focused - concluded Davide 

Dionisi coordinator of the Vatican Social Media - there is no ideal recipe other than that of 

continuous experimentation. Obviously a good dose of imagination and constant confrontation must 

never fail, just like the one launched today with those involved in the sector, to create a network of 

networks". 

 ..... 

The Secretary General, Giovanni Perrone, representing the UMEC-WUCT participated in the 

Conference. In his brief speech he illustrated the main features of the blog http://Wuct-

Umec.blogspot.com and the positive results achieved. 

Periodically, representatives of the various institutions here present will meet (congregations, 

universities, associations, movements) to continue a common journey that helps everyone to 

improve the various forms of communication and allows all to interact profitably. 

 

Trad. Adrian Podar 


