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To Non-Governmental Organizations, 
Official partners of UNESCO  

  

Ref.  : ERI/MSP/INO/18/11                                                      26 February 2018 

  

 
Dear Partners,  
 
As you may know, my term as Assistant Director-General comes to an end on 
28 February. Please allow me to take this opportunity to bid you farewell and to 
express my sincere thanks to all of you for the cooperation extended to the 
Sector of External Relations and Public Information since I took up my position in 
September 2010.  
 
Following the adoption of the Directives concerning UNESCO’s partnership with 
non-governmental organizations in 2011, we overcame significant challenges, in 
very close coordination with the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee. 
 
I am particularly pleased to see how we have been able to engage in a genuine 
collective cooperation and to increase the visibility of civil society within UNESCO 
over the past several years. The numerous forums organized since 2011, the 
new friendships made, the projects that resulted from them, all bear witness to 
the enthusiasm and importance of engaging in dialogue and joint projects 
together. I see the current state of our cooperation with NGOs as the culmination 
of a long process of reform and openness, and I am proud to have been a part of 
it with you.  
 
The next International Forums of NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO and 
the International Conference of NGOs at the end of the year will represent some 
significant challenges, which I am sure you will meet with great success. 
 
I want to assure you that the NGOs can continue to count on the support of the 
Secretariat in this regard. Mr Genc Seiti, Director of the Division of Member 
States and Partners, and Ms Sabina Colombo, Senior Desk Officer for 
Intergovernmental and Non-Governmental Organizations and her team will help 
ensure a smooth and seamless transition after my departure. 
 
Hoping that we will meet again somewhere in the near future, I wish you all the 
best in your upcoming endeavours. Rest assured that, for my part, I will continue 
to support civil society and work for the common ideals we defend. 
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5 April 2018 – Committee on Non-Governmental Partners of the Executive 
Board (204th session), UNESCO Headquarters, Paris 

As part of the 204th session of the Executive Board (4-17 April 2018), the 
Committee on Non-Governmental Partners (NGP) will meet on Thursday 5 April 
2018, in Room XI. 
 
This meeting of the 23 Member States of the NGP Committee, which all NGOs 
are invited to attend in an observer capacity, will be an opportunity to examine 
proposals to deepen the dialogue between Member States and NGOs. As you 
know, the Executive Board and the General Conference have considered this 
important issue on several occasions.  
 
As usual, the NGP Committee will also examine statutory issues concerning 
admissions of NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO, and will also consider 
the NGOs’ collective work coordinated by the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee, 
with particular regard to the organization of international NGO forums. 
 
I hope that many of you will attend the meeting of this crucial session of the NGP 
Committee so that we pursue this dialogue between Member States, NGOs and 
the Secretariat. 
 
Please refer to documents 204 EX/23 and 204 EX/23.INF available soon online, 
and consult the dedicated section of our website for more information on the 
Executive Board in general: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/executive-board/. 
 
Contact: Ms Sabina Colombo (ngo@unesco.org) 
 
 
22 March 2018 – World Water Day 2018 
 
Each year, World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of freshwater and its link 
to the sustainable development agenda. Under the theme “Nature for Water”, the 
2018 campaign will highlight the potential of nature-based solutions for water 
management policy and practice.  
 
UNESCO will celebrate this Day by revealing the 2018 edition of the United 
Nations World Water Development Report (WWDR) - entitled “Nature-based 
solutions for Water” - on the first day of the 8th World Water Forum that will take 
place in Brasilia, Brazil, from 19 to 23 March 2018. 
 
Produced by the UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) in 
cooperation with many members and partners of UN-Water, this edition seeks to 
inform policy and decision-makers, inside and outside the water community, 
about the potential of nature-based solutions (NBS) to address contemporary 
water management challenges across all sectors, and particularly regarding 
water for agriculture, sustainable cities, disaster risk reduction and improving 
water quality. A briefing session on this report will also be organized at UNESCO 
Headquarters on 3 April. 
 
The success of this Day’s celebrations is dependent upon the involvement and 
the commitment of a broad number of stakeholders, including NGOs. I hope that 
many NGOs foresee the organization of activities that would contribute to the 
achievement of the goals of this Day. You will find more information on the report 
and on the Day on WWAP homepage.  
 
Contact: Mr Engin Koncagul (Email: E.Koncagul@unesco.org)  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/executive-board/
mailto:ngo@unesco.org
http://www.worldwaterforum8.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/water/wwap/
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26-30 March 2018 – Mobile Learning Week 2018 (MLW2018) 
 
This year, the theme of the Week is “Skills for a connected world”. Organized in 
partnership with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), the event will 
provide a platform to share exemplary practices in mobile learning, with a specific 
focus on blending non-digital education approaches and mobile learning 
applications in order to reduce inequality, spur innovative approaches to teaching 
and learning, and bridge formal and non-formal systems. 
 
The conference will consist in four sub-events and will facilitate actions to:  

• define and mainstream digital skills in education; 
• innovate skills provision for jobs in the digital economy; 
• close inequalities and gender divides in digital skills; and  
• map and anticipate the changing needs for digital skills. 

 
If you are interested in contributing to this important Week and participating in 
one of its events, I invite you to register as soon as possible on this link. You will 
also find more information about the Week on the devoted website. 
 
Contact: Mr Fengchun Miao (mlw@unesco.org)  
 
 
23 April 2018 – World Book and Copyright Day 2018 
  
UNESCO has celebrated this day since 1995, providing an opportunity to reflect 
on ways to better disseminate the culture of the written word and to allow all 
individuals to access it, through literacy programmes, open educational 
resources, and support for careers in publishing, book shops, libraries, and 
schools.  
  
The year 2018 is special, marking the 70th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. UNESCO is working to promote and disseminate 
literacy programmes as a means to teach about human rights. 
  
Once more this year, many activities will be held at UNESCO headquarters in 
order to share our love for books in an instructive and entertaining way.  
  
The 23rd of April will also open Athens’ (Greece) mandate as 2018 World Book 
Capital, a title that will be celebrated with participants from the previous title-
holder, Conakry (Republic of Guinea) in a handover ceremony. 
  
To give an international dimension to the celebration, an interactive map featuring 
events organised by librarians, booksellers, and publishers around the world will 
be produced online.  
  
We welcome and encourage the support and cooperation of civil society 
organisations in the celebration. If you wish to propose ideas for activities and 
initiatives for the celebration, please contact Ms Caroline Bordoni 
(c.bordoni@unesco.org). 
  

More information on this Day will be available soon at unesco.org/new/wbcd. 
 
Contact: Mr Ian Denison (i.denison@unesco.org)  
 
 
 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3517120/MLW-2018-Registration-Form-EN-FR
https://en.unesco.org/mlw/2018
mailto:mlw@unesco.org
mailto:c.bordoni@unesco.org
http://www.unesco.org/new/wbcd
mailto:i.denison@unesco.org
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UNESCO Publications  
 

  Under the title Education: Still searching for Utopia?, the January-March 
2018 issue of the UNESCO Courier, which celebrates its 70th anniversary 
this year, evaluates the state of global education and explores how it 
responds to some of the main challenges we face. It approaches the 
question “Can education really change lives?” from several different angles 
and the perspectives of a Nobel Peace Prize laureate, journalists, 
professors and scientists. The issue is available online in Arabic, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish. 
 

  The 2017/2018 edition of UNESCO’s Global Report on World Trends in 
Freedom of Expression and Media Development provides tools to examine 
the global situation of access to information and of freedom of expression 
as a fundamental freedom. It presents the key trends in media freedom, 
media pluralism, media independence and the safety of journalists. The full 
report is available in English only under this link. You can also find its 
executive summary in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish. 
 

  The Global Ocean Science Report (GOSR) assesses for the first time the 
status and trends in ocean science capacity around the world. The report 
offers a global record of who, how, and where ocean science is conducted: 
generating knowledge, helping to protect ocean health, and empowering 
society to support sustainable ocean management in the framework of the 
United Nations Agenda 2030. The full version of the report is available in 
English only under this link. You can also find its executive summary in 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

 
 

  
 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002612/261279a.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002612/261279e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002612/261279f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002612/261279r.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002612/261279s.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002610/261065e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002597/259756a.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002597/259756c.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002597/259756e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002597/259756f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002349/234933r.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002597/259756s.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002504/250428e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373a.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373c.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373f.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373r.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002493/249373s.pdf

