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        Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Friends, 
 
Since October 1951,  UMEC has been engaged in the defence and protection of the position of 
those teachers who wish to exercise their task according to Christian inspiration.   
 
In the course of various congresses celebrated every four years, our colleagues were able to 
come together, inspiring each other and witnessing to their profession, respecting the Church 
authorities without losing their freedom of thinking and acting. 
 
Despite the evolution of times and ethics,  despite a change of mentality and of other 
sociologic circumstances,  UMEC  has always tried to grant entrance to a precious message of 
Christian inspiration, caring to empower all those with whom we share the so beautiful 
teaching profession. 
 
Perhaps, we have been too modest in not profiling us sufficiently?  Notwithstanding this 
modesty,  during decades UMEC has exercised an incontestable positive influence on the 
Church attitude with respect to teaching. 
 
During our congresses at the end of October 2012 and September 2013, we have decided to 
profile WUCT/UMEC in a clearer and more active way.  We want to improve communication 
using means adapted  to modern means of communication..  This will certainly give us the 
opportunity to co-operate in a responsible way with the Church both at local and world level, 
and thus play a more important role, taking into account the variety of educational systems 
across the globe.  This is something that really concerns us, since for 2015 the Holy See is 
preparing a new text, a ‘Magna Charta’ on Christian education, based on the Council 
Declaration ‘Gravissimum Educationis’ (October 1965) of His Holiness Paul VI.        
 
We are convinced that the teachers’ voice, which will essentially have to put the major part of 
these texts into practice, will effectively be listened to by the Holy See.  If we don’t take 
interest in this work of constructive reflection, discussion will take place in certain dioceses 
and above all in Rome in the absence of the main interested party, that is without us, the 
teachers!    
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I aim at drawing your attention towards the preparation for 2015, asking you to 
consider this and to commit to our organisation without delay.  Together with you and your 
local organization,  we will be able to realize an effective collaboration and try to have a true 
impact on the texts that will be elaborated in Rome. 
 
This is, therefore, a ‘to be or not to be’ for the teaching professionals.  Together with you, and 
thanks to our accredited representation in the Vatican, we shall have a privileged access to 
the instances who will elaborate these texts!   
 
Did you know that UMEC is a member of the Pontifical Council for Laity, and that UMEC 
cooperates with the Congregation for Catholic Education?  Our organisation is also recognized 
as NGO by UNESCO.  A further reason to become member of UMEC! 
 
Your participation is also financially necessary.  We wish to remain a World union and this 
demands financial engagements.  As the new president UMEC,  elected and appointed in 
October 2012 and September 2013,  I dare to ask you to transfer to us the minimal sum of € 
500 or $ 642,  the subscription  for a year.  I am assuring  you absolutely that every expense of 
our services will be very seriously verified and controlled!  You may know that most 
payments are done by the members of the board themselves, without any financial 
recompense by UMEC-WUCT. 
 
In the name of the Christian teachers’ community, I ask you to become members of UMEC 
without delay.   To me, this is a ‘must’!  We will inform you on the decisions made in Rome on 
the topic of teaching, and in addition to this, we shall make all efforts do favorably influence 
the officials of the Holy See. 
 
You can react to one of the following addresses.  When transferring  your subscription, please, 
confirm this by mail to umec@org.va, taking care of mentioning your organisation and 
complete address. In the case of Bank transfer please note the SWIFT Code and IBAN numbers 
below, highlighted for your convenience. 
 
In any case, WUCT/UMEC welcomes you to  Rome in 2015.   
The « new »WUCT  UMEC and your colleagues all over the world are counting upon you! 
 
Faithfully Yours, 
 

G. Bourdeaud’hui 
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